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Aide-mémoire

Claim that
'DHA contributes to the normal visual development of infants up to 12 months of age'
under scrutiny by the EP and the Council
· The Regulation on nutrition and health claims sets a clear procedure for the authorisation of health claims, involving the Commission, EFSA, stakeholders, the Member States and the European Parliament and the Council through their scrutiny. This procedure has been strictly followed.

· The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), which is the EU independent scientific body, is responsible for assessing applications submitted by food business operators. EFSA evaluates claims on the basis of "generally accepted scientific evidence" and after a scientific assessment of the "highest possible standard" as required by the Regulation.   
· EFSA has concluded in its opinions that DHA contributes to the visual development of infants up to 12 months of age. 
· As a result, the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health delivered a favourable opinion to authorise the claim "Docosahexaenoic acid (DHA) intake contributes to the normal visual development of infants up to 12 months of age". When the claim is finally approved, Member States will have to enforce the relevant rules to avoid that it is misused through exaggerated messages to the consumer. 

· The measure under scrutiny by the EP will not authorise the claim for use in infant formulae.  The claim may be used in other food products (including follow-on formula ) for infants from 6 – 12 months.
· Indeed claims for infant formulas  are very tightly controlled and are included in  Annex IV  of the relevant specific Directive (2006/141/EC). Any amendment of that Annex has to be done through current Comitology with scrutiny procedure.   There has been no such request made for this specific claim for infant formula.

· It needs to be borne in mind that current legislation concerning infant formula must in any case bear a compulsory statement about the superiority of breast-feeding. 
· The favourable EFSA assessment was based on studies made on DHA supplemented formulae. Therefore, it is shown scientifically that even DHA added in formulae has a health benefit for infants. Those studies were not confidential.

· During the period in which the public may comment on the scientific advice of EFSA, no comments were made by stakeholders/scientists contesting EFSA's conclusions or indicating a risk for infants. 

For information:

· DHA (docosahexaenoic acid) is an omega-3 polyunsaturated fatty acid. 

· 'Infants' means children under the age of 12 months. Infant formulae are suitable for use from birth and follow-on formulae are suitable for use from 6 months of age onwards.
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